
Massachusetts Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

Executive Council Meeting

Quinsingamond Community College

September 18, 2009

In attendance:  Gail Holt*, Christine McGuire*, Kathy Osmond*, Jill Desjean*, Susan Sullivan*, Lori Moore, Amanda Abreu, Bonnie Quinn, Lisa Kaiser, Zack Goodwin, Kathy Anderson, Beth Feinberg Keenan, Martha Savery, Susan Beard*, Michael Silvernail*, Jennifer English*, Lynne Myers, Dave Kelly, Migdalia Gomez, Cathy Nelson, Julie Shields-Rutyna, Aimee Grandmaison, Jeff Bentley*, Ray O’Rourke*, Tony Erwin, Karen Grant*, Michelle Clifton, Cathy Kedski, Sheila Hoffstedt, Jered Stewart, Cheryl Constantine*, Ray Nault, Scott Prince

Absent: Bill Buescher, Tanya Tanaro, Aaron Clark, Meredith Stover, Somaly Heang, Kelley Baran, Betsy Scola

*Voting members

President Gail Holt called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Gail Holt

gholt@mtholyoke.edu
· There were 2 online votes by EC.  One to finalize the members of the Nominating Committee.  The second vote was to approve a letter that was sent to Senator Kerry and Rep Tierney regarding MASFAA’s stance on HELP.  Arne Duncan and Luke Swarthout from Sen. Kennedy’s office were cc’d.

· Gail has been approached by Clantha McCarthy to become a member of the OSFA Advisory Board as MASFAA’s president.

· Gail would like EC to think about how we can continue Senator Kennedy’s mission and recognize his contribution to financial aid. Ray suggested a government relations award in his name.  Kathy suggested we award the late Senator the Jack Sheehan award for lifetime achievement.  There was discussion to develop an award in his name and he would be the first recipient.  Gail would like the specifics finalized for the October meeting so that it could be announced at the MASFAA conference. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REMARKS
Christine McGuire

chmcquir@bu.edu
· Christine will be contacting the association next week for nominations for awards with a fairly quick turn around time.

· She will also be considering sites for the 2010 conference.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Susan Sullivan

susulliv@northshore.edu
· Gail reminded everyone to check their P& P as well as their goals.  P & P should be sent directly to Technology.  Goals to Susan.

· Susan will touch base with Jeremy Greenhouse regarding the camera.  Ray Nault mentioned that it is broken.  Beth has the broken laptop.

· Julie thinks she may have the banner. 

TREASURER’S REPORT
Jill Desjean

jill.desjean@tufts.edu
· Investments are up about 5%.  We are almost to where we were at this time last year.

· The retreat was under-budget so Gail has requested that the funding be moved to the GCC budget to help subsidize Patrick Campbell to speak at the conference.

· The plans for Jill’s maternity leave – she will have the Treasurer’s report done for November so that copies can be included in the conference packets.  Gail will present the report at the conference.  Jill will pay speaker’s bills before the conference and give Gail some checks to pay DJ, etc.

· Jill wanted to clarify that the association’s CPA, Jean Achatz, does not audit MASFAA’s books.  She reviews the records, which is significantly less in scope.

· Motion to accept moving $500 from Retreat budget to GPCC was offered by Gail, seconded by Michael and unanimously approved.

NOMINATIONS/PAST-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Kathy Osmond

kosmond@wellesley.edu
· Today is the deadline for nominations.  The committee has 6 nominations for President, 7 for Treasurer and 9 for EC.  

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 

Cathy Kedski

ckedski@bridgew.edu







· No update at this time.

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY 
Catherine Nelson



cnelson@brandeis.edu
Julie Shields-Rutyna

jshields-rutyna@mefa.org
Beth Feinberg Keenan

bethf01@gmail.com
· Lumina will continue to support CGS with their grant ($10,000 per year).  Lumina sent a letter applauding Massachusetts program.

· Cathy is working with sponsors.  Martha and Lynne had some recommendations for potential sponsors.

· Beth has 7 confirmed sites.  Amherst (1/28) and Wakefield (2/3) has asked for different dates.  Chelsea is moving to OSFA in Revere.  Still looking for a site in Springfield.  The BPL & HCC will not be sites due to budget cuts.  BPL is not a huge site and there are many other Boston sites.  For Holyoke and Springfield, a weeknight must be an option or the local high schools.

COMMITTEE TO ENHANCE ETHNIC DIVERSITY
Migdalia Gomez


mgomez@mefa.org
Ray O’Rourke

rorourke@rcc.mass.edu
· The committee will be meeting in October.  

· Bilingual committee members will be volunteering for CGS and doing outreach for more bilingual volunteers.

· Tentative event in February.

· The committee wanted to know if MASFAA could make a donation in memory of a former committee member.  It was decided that information would be included in the Newsletter to inform members so that they could make their own donations.  No donation will be made from MASFAA.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Lisa Kaiser







lkaiser@edamerica.net
Kelley Baran

kbaran@bentley.edu
Aimee Grandmaison

aegrand@mit.edu
· The committee met on Monday to discuss sessions and speakers.  The federal update has been confirmed.  Still waiting to hear about an EASFAA update.  They are looking for a few more schools for the panel on e-bills.  Also, a presenter for the net-price calculator is needed.  Gail will contact some potential presenters.

· Monday is the deadline for the program. 

· Government Relations will put together a state-focused session.

· Aimee will be contacting EC members about the moderator schedule.

· Ray O. suggested that the association contact college presidents stressing the importance of the conference.

· Motion offered for EC to donate a full 2010 conference registration for the 2009 Conference raffle (hotel is not included), offered by Gail, seconded by Karen and unanimously approved.
DEVELOPMENT
Jeff Bentley 

jbentley@amsa.com
· Jeff has contacted about 56 potential sponsors.

· Right now, there are13 confirmed exhibitors.

EARLY AWARENESS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Tanya Tanaro

ttanaro@amsa.com
Bonnie Quinn

martinb@bc.edu
· First committee meeting is next week.  They will finalize the plans for the Carnival.
· They will be presenting at the MASCA conference in April.
EASFAA
Tony Erwin

a.erwin@neu.edu
· EASFAA Quarterly meeting is in October in NH.

· Monthly conference call is Monday.

· Tony is on the Newsletter.  He is responsible for the updates on members so send him any updates.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lynne Myers





lmyers@holycross.edu
Zack Goodwin

zgoodwin@dcemail.harvard.edu


· GRC met with Sen. Kennedy’s Senior Education Advisor, Luke Swarthout on August 25th to discuss pending legislation.

· Previous plans to develop regional forums across the state might not be effective at this point since legislation has already been developed.  There was a plan to add some discussion time to trainings.

· Negotiated rule making will be focusing on program integrity.   Zack mentioned that Eileen O’Leary has been nominated.

· On the previous teams, MASFAA was not represented on the teams and feels that we need a voice.

GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
Amanda Abreu



a.abreu@neu.edu
Sheila Hoffstedt

sheila.hoffstedt@tufts.edu
Lori Moore

lmoore@accessgroup.org
· First committee meeting is next week.  Sessions for the conference have been finalized.   One session will be about Policy & Procedures.

· Symposium will be in January/February.  Please contact the committee with any suggestions or topics.  Looking to do a spring webinar.

JUST THE FACTS! TRAINING COMMITTEE
Meredith Stover









stoverm@babson.edu
Martha Savery

msavery@mefa.org
· In August they held their “train the trainer” session.

· 20 registrants so far.



MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Somaly Heang 

somaly.heang@the-bac.edu
Michelle Clifton

mclifton@babson.edu
· All committee chairs should make sure all committee members have paid their dues.

· As of today, there are 487 active members.  The website switched over on 9/1 so only active members are listed.

· Welcome emails from the President will be sent to new members.

NEWSLETTER

David Kelly






davek@bu.edu
Bill Buescher

bbuescher@graduate.leverage.com
· The deadline for the fall edition is 9/25 and will be published around 9/30.

· Gail will email Dave a copy of the letter sent to Kerry.

· We will have more discussion later about the blog.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING COMMITTEE
Kathy Anderson








kanderson@mefa.org
Jennifer English

jenglish1@worcester.edu



· Second committee was yesterday.

· FISAP was in August.  14 people attended.

· All events for this year will be submitted to the Newsletter. Need Analysis in December (still looking for a west location).

· The Emerging Leaders group is in progress.

· Tax workshop will be in February (talking to Jim Briggs about presenting).

· A potential session in December on motivating staff and performance evaluations.

· Other workshops on regulatory issues as needed.

· Support staff workshop will be offered in the spring.

· End of the year event in June.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Jered Stewart






jstewart@edfund.org
Scott Prince

sprince@kaplan.edu
· The committee has met and developed goals for 09/10.  They will be supporting other committees in helping to promote programs.

· The brochure has been updated.  Contact Jered if you would a supply.

· Please cc: or notify the PR committee about volunteers that you cannot accommodate on your committee.  They will do some outreach to get them involved another way.

· The committee would like to see more effort to promote MASFAA. 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Betsy Scola

bscola@providence.edu
Aaron Clark

aa.clark@neu.edu
· Ray will send out information about each committee’s Technology liaison.  Please update them with the chairs contact information and pages.

· Gail would like as many events as possible posted to the calendar.  Please send updates for the calendar (session, trainings, committee meetings, etc.) to the Betsy.

· Ray will look into how members can update the calendar.

· Gail would like to expand the calendar to include all financial aid related events (NASFAA, MEFA, College Board, DOE, EDE, EdFund, User groups, ASA, EASFAA, etc.). 

OLD BUSINESS
· Strategic Planning

· Martha will be contacting committee members (you know who you are!) to start working on a brief survey for the membership.

· Last year, MASFAA had members volunteer for panel discussion at the MEFA guidance counselor workshops.  We have been asked to participate again this year.  The topic will be “what guidance counselors need to know?”  11/12 - Mt. Holyoke, 12/4 – Wellesley, 12/16 – Merrimack, 1/8 – Bridgewater, 1/13 - Holy Cross.  Contact Gail if you would like to volunteer for a specific location.

NEW BUSINESS

· New initiative this year from MEFA, Breakfast forums with Guidance counselors and financial aid administrators. 10/2 – Merrimack (Economic on Higher Education), other sessions on Admission and Early Awareness in the spring.

· October’s meeting will be at QCC.  Room TBA.

· A motion to adjourn was offered by Ray, seconded by Christine and approved unanimously at 3:10 PM.
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