
Massachusetts Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

Framingham Sheraton

November 3, 2009

In attendance:  Gail Holt*, Christine McGuire*, Kathy Osmond*, Susan Sullivan*, Lori Moore, Amanda Abreu, Bill Buescher, Cheryl Constantine*, Tanya Tanaro, Bonnie Quinn, Aaron Clark, Kathy Anderson, Beth Feinberg Keenan, Susan Beard*, Michael Silvernail*, Jennifer English*, Migdalia Gomez, Cathy Nelson, Julie Shields-Rutyna, Aimee Grandmaison, Jeff Bentley*, Ray O’Rourke*, Tony Erwin, Karen Grant*, Michelle Clifton, Somaly Heang, Cathy Kedski, Kelley Baran, Betsy Scola, Jered Stewart

Absent: Jill Desjean*, Martha Savery, Meredith Stover, Lisa Kaiser, Zack Goodwin, Lynn Myers, Dave Kelly, Sheila Hoffstedt, Scott Prince

*Voting members

President Gail Holt called the meeting to order at 1:12 pm.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Gail Holt

gholt@mtholyoke.edu
· NASFAA Leadership Retreat – MASFAA need to determine a candidate by November 19th.  Funding is available for one member of Exec Council.  Christine suggested that we send the next President-Elect or Treasurer.

· State budget update – state schools have experienced another budget cut.  Memberships and conferences are significantly impacted.  The Association must continue to think about ways to serve all of our constituents.

· Clarification about Retiree Membership Category – retired members have the same rights as an Associate Membership.  Reference in By-laws needs to be updated (Article III, Section III).

· The proposed By-Law change will be open for discussion at the business meeting. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REMARKS
Christine McGuire

chmcquir@bu.edu
· Christine presented the plaque for the Kennedy Award announcement.  It will be presented at Wednesday at lunch.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Susan Sullivan

susulliv@northshore.edu
· All co-chairs are asked to check with their committee members if they know where the banner is.

· A third mailbox key will be made.  Keys are given to the President, Secretary and Treasurer or their designee and transferred with officer changes.  Susan S. and Cathy N. currently have keys.

· Motion offered to accept the 10/16/09 EC meeting minutes as amended offered by Susan B., seconded by Karen and unanimously approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Jill Desjean

jill.desjean@tufts.edu
NOMINATIONS/PAST-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Kathy Osmond

kosmond@wellesley.edu
· Candidates are:

· President-Elect – Shawn Morrissey, Bernie Pekla

· Treasurer – Leah Barry, Eric Krupski

· Executive Councils Members - Jill Barnard, Cathy Ryan, Michelle Kosboth, Pam McCafferty, Melissa Metcalf, Ray O’Rourke 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 

Cathy Kedski

ckedski@bridgew.edu







· Cathy has put together a presentation of memorabilia for the conference.

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY 
Catherine Nelson



cnelson@brandeis.edu
Julie Shields-Rutyna

jshields-rutyna@mefa.org
Beth Feinberg Keenan

bethf01@gmail.com
· All 26 sites are settled.  AIC will host in Springfield.  

· We spoke with Mark O’Toole of the Castle Group and explained that we could not use their services this year due to finances.  He was understanding and even gave us some future fund raising ideas.  We have a PR plan in place with the help of MEFA, MASFAA and the site coordinators.

· Site ready to accept volunteers!  We’ll be recruiting at MASFAA.

· We had a good meeting on October 23 with lots of ideas around the table.

COMMITTEE TO ENHANCE ETHNIC DIVERSITY
Migdalia Gomez


mgomez@mefa.org
Ray O’Rourke

rorourke@rcc.mass.edu
· The committee will be meeting in November.  

· Ray will be meeting with business leaders to solicit donations for membership and training initiatives for under-represented populations.

· Ray suggests that the Association needs to look at where CEED should fall in regards to the needs of the membership.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Lisa Kaiser







lkaiser@edamerica.net
Kelley Baran

kbaran@bentley.edu
Aimee Grandmaison

aegrand@mit.edu
· The committee showed the notebooks for the conference.

· Moderator schedule is available at the Registration Desk and moderator responsibilities were reviewed.

· All available presentations are posted on-line (thanks to Joe Eng from the Technology Committee!).

· We made the mark for hotel reservations and registration is strong.

DEVELOPMENT
Jeff Bentley 

jbentley@amsa.com
· Exhibitors are set up for the conference.

EARLY AWARENESS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Tanya Tanaro

ttanaro@amsa.com
Bonnie Quinn

martinb@bc.edu
The Carnival of Learning is quickly approaching and the committee is working hard to finalize 

the details for the event. 

So far we have 9 institutions committed to the event (Mass Bay Community College, Springfield Technical Community College, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, North Shore Community College, 

Nichols College, New England College of Optometry, Tufts University, Quinsigamond Community College, Worcester Fire Department). Our goal is still 10 schools.

This year we will have a student panel in place of a speaker. We’ve secured 3 GEAR UP alumni 

for the event. One alumni is a graduate of WEMS and we are excited the students will be able to

relate to the experiences of the panel participants. 

We are still in the process of soliciting food and beverage donations. We will likely only need to 

purchase half of what is needed. We hope to have greater success for our spring event as we’ll 

have more time to plan.

Since our last meeting we’ve received a number of school donations. We will have a donation box located at the registration table for those who bring items to the conference. A reminder will go out 

to the listserv before the conference. Our goal is solicit enough donations to cover the possibility of 

two events. 

Greg Chick from the Technology Committee will cover photography for the event. We still need to determine how we will handle student pictures, in the past we’ve printed on demand. 

 We are still planning to donate most of the “Jumpstart Your College Savings” to GEAR UP, 

however since we may host an event with parent participation in the spring we will keep some 

in inventory. GEAR UP has informed us that not only do they receive matching contributions 

for materials donated but for each committee members travel and planning time. As it was 

difficult for GEAR UP schools to take advantage of the event in the past due to travel and 

logistics this is the first year that we’ve been able to take advantage of this aspect of the 

partnership.

We would like to discuss press with the MASFAA Public Relations Committee. Would the 

committee prefer to handle contacting a local paper of should someone from the Early Awareness Committee reach out?

The committee is looking at Tuesday, April 13th to offer NT4CM training at the MASCA spring conference. 

EASFAA
Tony Erwin

a.erwin@neu.edu
· Training – EASFAA is looking into Training Options.  Tony will keep the Association updated about the training opportunities.  
· Community Service Day - This will be region-wide with people volunteering in March at a soup kitchen or food bank.   Plans are still underway.
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lynne Myers





lmyers@holycross.edu
Zack Goodwin

zgoodwin@dcemail.harvard.edu
The Government Relations Committee is scheduled to meet next on November 6, at the close of the MASFAA Conference. 

Committee activity update:

· Conference sessions 

The following is the final schedule of Government Relations Committee sessions at the upcoming Conference:

Wednesday, November 4, 2:30-3:45 pm

“Critical Updates - It’s the End of the Aid As We Know It”

  

  Presenters: Zack Goodwin (Harvard University), Brendan Furey 

  (American Student Assistance)

Thursday, November 5, 2:45-4:00 pm

“The Legislative Landscape of the State”

 

  Presenters: Clantha McCurdy (Massachusetts Office of Student Financial 

  Assistance), Rob McCarron (Association of Independent Colleges and 

  Universities of Massachusetts)

Friday, November 6, 10:15-11:15 am

“General Session - Federal Update”

  Presenter: David Bergeron (US Department of Education)

· State House event

A subcommittee led by Stephanie Wells of MEFA held its first planning meeting on October 22nd.  The group hopes to co-host the event with AICUM since our organizations have numerous mutual interests, tentatively in February 2010.  Our agenda will include morning presentations to participating MASFAA members about our primary concerns and how to advocate effectively with legislators.  These presentations will be followed by pre-scheduled afternoon meetings with legislators and their staff.  Attendees will be encouraged to have students accompany them who will be directly impacted by the issues on which we are advocating.

· Regional forums

The Committee will review the listing of upcoming Department of Education webinars on the Higher Education Opportunity Act Final Rules, and will work to coordinate the public hosting of these training opportunities for the state-wide financial aid community.

Legislative updates:

· Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act (SAFRA)

No Senate counterpart to the House’s SAFRA bill has yet come to light, though it 

continues to be likely that any bill reported will be acted on through the Reconciliation process.  

· Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA)

Final Rules were published, between October 28 and 30, for the Higher Education Opportunity Act enacted in August 2008.  The Final Rules publication follows a negotiated rulemaking process on loan issues, institutional eligibility and accreditation, and general non-loan issues, and are effective as of July 1, 2010.

· Negotiated Rulemaking

Two new Negotiated Rulemaking teams will begin meeting in November.  The first team, on program integrity, holds its initial session during this week of November 2.  The second team, on foreign schools, will first meet during the week of November 1
GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
Amanda Abreu



a.abreu@neu.edu
Sheila Hoffstedt

sheila.hoffstedt@tufts.edu
Lori Moore

lmoore@accessgroup.org
· GPCC is meeting next week.  Agenda for the symposium will be finalized. 

JUST THE FACTS! TRAINING COMMITTEE
Meredith Stover









stoverm@babson.edu
Martha Savery

msavery@mefa.org
· Today was the final day of the 2009 training.  Gail spoke to the group today and encouraged them to become involved in MASFAA.



MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Somaly Heang 

somaly.heang@the-bac.edu
Michelle Clifton

mclifton@babson.edu
2009-2010 Membership as of 11/02/09

647 Active Members


505 School Members (78%)

30 Associate Members who are not lenders: including members from school in other states in New England and consultants or people looking for a job with the industry (4%)

112 Associate members who are Vendors (17%)

New Members

85 New members (13% of active membership)

53 New school members (8%)

23 New Associate members who are Vendors (4%)

20 New Associate members who are not Vendors (3%)

105 Registered but have not paid

Lifetime Members




Barbara Tornow

Grace Bartini

Michael Bartini

Linda Anderson-Mercier

Linda Schoendorf

Amelia Nychis

Linda Dagradi

George Covino

Leolyn Osborn

Yvonne Gittens 

NEWSLETTER

David Kelly






davek@bu.edu
Bill Buescher

bbuescher@graduate.leverage.com
· Conference edition deadline is Nov 20th.

· Spring addition deadline is March 19th.

· The committee will continue to work with the Technology Committee for blogging opportunities.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING COMMITTEE
Kathy Anderson








kanderson@mefa.org
Jennifer English

jenglish1@worcester.edu



· Emerging Leaders nomination deadline has been extended.  11 names have been submitted.  

· Needs Analysis Workshop registration is open.

· Managing and Motivating Your Staff will be in December at Dean College.

· Plans for the Tax Workshop are underway.

· The purchase of the NASFAA training was discussed.  Due to budget constraints, it will not be done at this time.  EC feels that information and training can be found other ways.  Government Relations as well as EASFAA are looking at some other opportunities.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Jered Stewart






jstewart@edfund.org
Scott Prince

sprince@kaplan.edu
· The committee would like to offer their support with any marketing, especially College Goal Sunday.

· There is some confusion/lack of interest in the Ambassador Program.  EC decided that it should be taken off of the website since Just The Facts/Emerging Leaders covers the need of those members.  

· They are looking to make the calendar more useful.

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Betsy Scola

bscola@providence.edu
Aaron Clark

aa.clark@neu.edu
· In the Handbook, it states that once the bio & pictures of the candidates have been posted to the web, the candidates have 2 days to review their information.  Betsy has requested that we take that language out of the Handbook since the nature of the medium has changed and the process is less manual so candidates no longer need that time to review their statements before they are posted to the website.

· Proposed By-law change has been posted to the web.

· The calendar and RSS feeds from NASFAA are now on the website.

· Conference Session handouts have been posted to the website.

· The committee will be working on blogging in November.

OLD BUSINESS
· MEFA Guidance Workshops and MASFAA Panel are beginning in November.

NEW BUSINESS

· Jill Desjean had a baby boy!

· A motion to adjourn was offered by Michael, seconded by Jennifer and approved unanimously at 3:46 PM.
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