
Massachusetts Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

Worcester State College

May 10, 2010

In attendance:  Gail Holt*, Christine McGuire*, Kathy Osmond*, Jill Desjean*, Catherine Ryan*, Leah Barry, Jeff Bentley*, Aimee Grandmaison, Bernie Pekala, Ray O’Rourke*, Tony Erwin, Aaron Clark, Betsy Scola, Zack Goodwin, Michael Silvernail, Catherine Nelson, Somaly Heang, Amanda Abreu, Karen Grant*, Jillian Glaze, Jennifer English*, Kathy Anderson, Cheryl Constantine*, Scott Prince, Sheila Hoffstedt, Migdalia Gomez, Meghan Hardy Smith, Bonnie Quinn, Meredith Stover, Martha Savery, Bill Buescher, Julie Shields-Rutyna, Beth Feinberg-Keenan

Absent:  Lori Moore, Tanya Tanaro, Lisa Kaiser, Susan Beard*, Lynne Myers, Dave Kelly, Michelle Clifton, Cathy Kedski, Kelley Baran, Jered Stewart, 

*Voting members

President Gail Holt called the meeting to order at 1:49 pm
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Gail Holt

gholt@mtholyoke.edu
· End of the Year Event Tuesday June 8th at the Northeastern Fenway Center

· Keynote speaker:  Dr. Bridget Terry Long.  She will share recent research with the group  

· Anticipate program will begin at 10:00 am.  Christine will hold a Conference retreat in the afternoon.  It will be a high level brainstorming session

· Finance Committee met this morning and will present a balanced budget for the year

· Executive session will be held at end of meeting to vote on volunteer of the year award

· OSFA advisory meeting held in April.  OSFA is looking to redo how need based funds are allocated effective 2011-2012

· OSFA still holding students to 3 weeks to clear up missing information, but will add email reminder notification during 3 weeks

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REMARKS
Christine McGuire

chmcguir@bu.edu
· 2010 MASFAA Conference Contract Signed.   November 3 and 4 @Sheraton Framingham

· It will be 2 full days

· Conference Tri Chairs are hard at work

· 2010 Summer Retreat will be held the first week of August

· Volunteer of the Year Nominations to be voted on in Executive Sessions

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Catherine Ryan

Susan Sullivan

cryan@wsc.ma.edu
smsull@hotmail.com
· Review and Approval of February and March minutes

· Minutes will be added to website

· Susan Sullivan plans to update the January minutes and send to Aaron to be posted on the web, also update the By-Laws and November Business Meeting minutes

· Motion offered to accept the February minutes as amended offered by Karen, seconded by Cheryl, all approved.
· Motion offered to accept the March minutes as amended offered by Jennifer, seconded by Karen, all accepted
TREASURER’S REPORT
Jill Desjean

jill.desjean@tufts.edu
· Treasurer’s Report

· 2010-2011 MASFAA Budget reviewed by Jill

· Committee expense budgets reviewed

· Conference will not cost as much this year for a variety of reasons

· The conference registration fee will be lowered to $185 (full); $95 (one-day)  The 2 day rate will be $50 less 

· Benefit is going to the membership

· We will be talking to other NE States about attending the MASFAA conference

· Betsy Scola asked why we are moving to a two-day conference when we have reserves in excess of $350,000.  Various members discussed the question.  Main reason is limited to office budgets and inability for members to be out of the office.

· Exhibitor’s budget set at $20,000.  That is a conservative amount

· Fee structure for vendors may change

· Budget based on 10 vendors paying $2,000

· Conference budgeted $55,500 based on 300 full time attendees

· Conference Registration has been bumped down $10,000.  Moving to a 2-day format.  We will not have a paid outside speaker.  One dinner instead of two

· Limited paid entertainment 

· Review of current year budget.  Not much is happening.  Investments are going fine.

· We have a new advisor from Edward Jones, Linda Ferreira, and she called to say we have $50,000 sitting in cash for a year.  The advisor suggested putting it the Edward Jones Mutual Fund.  The topic was discussed

· Should the Finance Committee determine what to do with this money?  

· Should Linda Ferreira come to the September meeting?

· Gail will schedule a conference call with the Finance Committee

· Regarding Honoraria, 1099’s need to be issued if the payment is greater than $600, Treasurer will manage this

· In Kind Donations require a second set of books.  We are not required to report on this.  Do we want to take on the extra accounting?  No.

· Gail urged members to review committee line items on what was spent this year.  If you have expenses please get them to Jill before June 30th
· If a committee needs more money during the year they should ask Executive Council.

NOMINATIONS/PAST-PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Kathy Osmond

kosmond@wellesley.edu
· Spoke with Mike Bartini from the College Board and they are looking to partner with other organizations to offer training

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 

Cathy Kedski

ckedski@bridgew.edu







· MASFAA 10-year History Publishing (Summer)

· May be nice to include in final summer newsletter

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY 
Catherine Nelson



cnelson@brandeis.edu
Julie Shields-Rutyna

jshields-rutyna@mefa.org
Beth Feinberg Keenan

bethf01@gmail.com
· Executive Council decided to decrease the MASFAA donation to $5,000 for the upcoming year based on the actual budget from this year.

· CGS will have money to go into reserves

· ASA contributed in kind printing and assembling for CGS this past year

· 1,713 students attended, an 11% decrease over last year

· Wrap up lunch meeting will be held May 14, 2010 with site coordinators in Worcester.  Twenty-three site coordinators are expected to attend

· Beth Feinberg Keenan will be attending College Goal Sunday National Conference in Minnesota the week of May 24th
· Catherine Nelson is stepping down so Christine will need to name a new chair

· The committee will begin planning for next year by holding a steering committee meeting this summer.  They want to step up the connection to the YMCA for next year

COMMITTEE TO ENHANCE ETHNIC DIVERSITY
Migdalia Gomez


mgomez@mefa.org
Ray O’Rourke

rorourke@rcc.mass.edu
· Working with Gail to get PR and advertising out about end of the year event

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Jillian Glaze

Meaghan Hardy Smith

Aimee Grandmaison

aegrand@mit.edu
· Summarize first committee meeting

· Discuss theme ideas generated

· Trying to keep it light

· “What is coming down the Pike”….play off on Mass Pike.

· MASFAA, the next chapter….looking forward…

· Who’s on first?

· Christine would like to have a representative from the department of education give an update on what the future of student financial aid services will be

· Charity ideas discussed 

· Do we keep it focused on children and education or do we do food or clothing based on the economy and coming of winter

· Also discussed doing something on school bullying

· In past MASFAA has tried to support an underrepresented charity

· The committee would like to get the charity determined by July

DEVELOPMENT
Jeff Bentley 

jbentley@amsa.com
· No report

EARLY AWARENESS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Tanya Tanaro

ttanaro@amsa.com
Bonnie Quinn

martinb@bc.edu
· Spring Carnival recap
· Articles will be in Summer Newsletter and Lawrence Tribune Newspapers
The Carnival of Learning was held on May 7th at South Lawrence East Middle School. This spring we were able to accommodate 55-60 students. Students were combination of 7th and 8th graders. 

The event took place in the gymnasium and the speaker portion in the auditorium. Our panel consisted of three WEMS and Gear Up alum and they were great! Dewin Hernandez and Sara Hanna really came and spoke again. The students really related to them well.

Senior Deputy Commissioner Clantha McCurdy and Deputy Commissioner Aundrea Kelly were in attendance. Each gave a brief speech and was impressed by the event, the schools and the students. They were able to see firsthand the impact that the Carnival has on the students.  

Technology took pictures, which will be shared with MASFAA.  A press release has been sent to the local Lawrence paper.  One of the SLEM students recorded the event for the local TV station and copies of the DVDs will be forwarded to Co-Chairs when ready.

Donations for food were received by Trader Joes and others, as well as toothbrushes and toothpaste from Dr. Stanley Sozanski, D.D.S. in Topsfield. This year the students were able to decorate their graduation caps and take them home as reminders of the possibilities. 

EASFAA
Tony Erwin

a.erwin@neu.edu
· EASFAA Conference next week, 300 attendees expected
· Tony sent letter to MASFAA membership encouraging attendance
· Last quarterly meeting was held in February
· Each state has been asked to give a state gift with a value of $100
· Tony has asked committee members to come up with a gift idea
· Each state will have a state table in the exhibitor area, please stop by
· EASFAA retreat will be held in June in Connecticut
· EASFAA offered Direct Loan trainings in New England 
· Day of Service never got off the ground this year
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lynne Myers





lmyers@holycross.edu
Zack Goodwin

zgoodwin@dcemail.harvard.edu
· MA State Budget, still waiting for Senate version
· Quinn amendment is off the table
· Negotiated Rulemaking…looking for a MASFAA response
· Last Friday was the last meeting of the year.  Committee wants to engage our legislators and community more
· Looking to increase involvement and participation
GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
Amanda Abreu



a.abreu@neu.edu
Sheila Hoffstedt

sheila.hoffstedt@tufts.edu
Lori Moore

lmoore@accessgroup.org
· No report

JUST THE FACTS! TRAINING COMMITTEE
Meredith Stover









stoverm@babson.edu
Martha Savery

msavery@mefa.org
· Locations and scope for 2010

· How do we partner with the College Board since the Institute is not being offered this summer

· Leadership

· Looking at a central MA location

· Wellesley was a great location this past year

· 5 Day Format-Content revised each year based on evaluations and comments

· Gail suggested promoting Just the Facts to get the word out especially to community college directors

· Get the word out to other states if we feel we have space



MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Somaly Heang 

somaly.heang@the-bac.edu
Michelle Clifton

mclifton@babson.edu
· Update on membership numbers

· 2009-2010 Membership as of 05/06/2010
· 828 Active Members


630 School Members (76%)

56 Associate Members who are not lenders: including members from school in other states in New England and consultants or people looking for a job with the industry (7%)

146 Associate members who are Vendors (18%)

· New Members

38 New members (5% of active membership)

26 New school members 
6 New Associate members who are Vendors 

6 New Associate members who are not Vendors 

58 Registered but have not paid

How long have they been not paid?  Somaly responded to say, if you do not pay you do not have access to website.  Gail suggested we remind them or drop them from membership.
Lifetime Members

Member ID     Member Name    
380                Barbara Tornow

554                Grace Bartini

555                Michael Bartini

556                Linda Anderson-Mercier

211                Linda Schoendorf

742                Amelia Nychis

558                Linda Dagradi

557                George Covino

92                  Leolyn Osborn

480
         Yvonne Gittens (retired)

· List of MA schools and MASFAA membership

NEWSLETTER

David Kelly






davek@bu.edu
Bill Buescher

bbuescher@graduate.leverage.com
· Next publication is June 25th
· Please submit articles to Dave or Bill

· Next year’s newsletter budget is cut in half.   May want to consider a conference summary and year in review summary

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING COMMITTEE
Kathy Anderson








kanderson@mefa.org
Jennifer English

jenglish1@worcester.edu



· Emerging Leaders next meeting will be July 9th at Wellesley College

· Committee Wrap up meeting held April 1st
· Want to keep same type and same number of trainings

· Year Round Pell Workshop at Wellesley College well received and attended

· Support Staff workshop coming up.  Expecting 30-40 attendees

· NASFAA fall training module will be on revising your cost of attendance.  Will be a free half-day training offered to state associations.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Jered Stewart






jstewart@edfund.org
Scott Prince

sprince@kaplan.edu
· Year End Certificates

· Scott thanked Jared for his committee work this past year

· Jared is not longer with EdFund so Scott will handle the certificates

· Please forward information to Scott Prince at sprince@kaplan.edu 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Betsy Scola

bscola@providence.edu
Aaron Clark

aa.clark@neu.edu
· Calendar items

· Latest News?

· Upcoming Events?

· Notify the Technology Committee about any upcoming events

Keeping up with the usual stuff (updating website as needed, monitoring classifieds and list serve).

 

Working with Noetic on getting control of domains, brainstorming ideas for Event Registration Page and related committee.
 

PD&T – set up calendar, home page, registration and PD&T page for Support staff workshop and took registration down when workshop was full.

 

Carnival of Learning – updates to the Committee Page and front page of website, Greg attended to help and take pictures again.  Will post them to the website soon.
 

OLD BUSINESS
· Strategic Planning

· Gail did not do anything with Facebook

NEW BUSINESS

FUTURE MEETING DATES AND LOCATION

· June 8th – End of the Year Event

· Schedule will be forthcoming

· A motion to adjourn was offered by Cheryl, seconded Jill by and approved unanimously at 4:15PM.

ATTACHMENTS
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