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Massachusetts Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

MASFAA Executive Council Meeting

Wyndham Westborough

Westborough, MA

January 7, 2005

In attendance:  Sherry Andersen, Nicole Brennan, Sherri Culp, Tony Erwin, Ken Ferreira, Anya Forrest, Yvonne Gittens, Kenneth Hayes, Gail Holt, Scott Jewell, Martha Johnston, Cathy Kedski, Julie Menendez, Shawn Morrissey, Elayne Peloquin, Ann Playe, Sean Porter, Scott Prince, Betsy Scola, Greg Senosk, Julie Wickstrom, Lauren Urbanek, Donna Wood-Lozier
Absent: Dadizi Baker-Cummings, Diana Beaudoin, Carla Berg, Kate Carnivale, Ina Frye, David Goldman, Jason Kahn, Eileen O’Leary, Bernie Pekala, Karen Puntillo

President Sherry Andersen called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Sherry Andersen

sanderse@capecod.edu

Sherry discussed the success of the conference. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Tony Erwin

aerwin@stonehill.edu


Tony presented the minutes from the October 15, 2004 Executive Council Meeting. A motion to accept the minutes as amended was offered, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

Handbook revisions were provided. We will vote on the final draft at the next meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Shawn Morrissey

smorris@frc.mass.edu


Shawn reported that he has not yet received a final bill for the conference. 

DEVELOPMENT REPORT
Nicole Brennan

nbrennan@annamaria.edu


Nothing to report.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER AT LARGE
Scott Prince

sprince@mefa.org
Roundtable at the conference went well. Some of his session was used for a CGS funding discussion. Associate Member feedback was positive. Some ideas for the future were discussed. Scott will pass along those ideas to next year’s conference chairs and to the newly elected Associate Member at Large. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Diana Beaudoin





Dadizi Baker-Cummings

Diana.beaudoin@citigroup.com




baker@amsa.com

As of January 4, there were 728 paid members. This compares to 769 last year at the same time. 561 are active and 67 are associate members. There were 452 conference registrants. One day totals were 105 for Wednesday, 393 on Thursday, and 320 on Friday. There were 400 people at lunch on Wednesday and 75 first-time conference attendees. 

A recommendation was made that the Membership Committee should be completely in charge of the conference registration system in the future. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Jason Kahn






David Goldman

jkahn@collegeloancorp.com




dgoldman@bentley.edu



No report submitted.

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
Martha Johnston





Julie Wickstrom

Martha.Johnston@citizentsbank.com



jwickstr@bu.edu



Martha reported that the nominations and elections are the next big thing they will be working on. They are still making updates to the Just the FACTS! Committee pages. There is a sub-page for conference documents under the conference section. Martha reported that things are running smoothly and that the volunteer process is working well. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Ken Hayes






Sean Porter
krh@mit.edu






sean_porter@nelliemae.com 
Sean reported that the next public relations event is scheduled for February 10 from 6:00–9:30 P.M. It will be held at the Skate Palace Fun Zone in Milford, MA. There will be roller skating (skate rentals included), laser tag and bungee basketball. All you can eat pizza will be served, the arcade will be open and 80s music will be played. They plan to advertise the event as a fun “Back to the 80s” evening. Since this event is the same day as the last Just the FACTS! training session and an Executive Council meeting, they are hoping for good attendance. The Committee is working on a bus to pick people up in Boston and at Mount Ida (the location of the Just the FACTS!). Guests will be welcome for admission fee of $5.99. 

They are working on the logo guidelines and will make a presentation at the next Executive Council  meeting. Cathy indicated that we need to find the forms from people who volunteered at the conference. 

Calendar mailing will go out. They need information from membership so they can mail the calendars to those who didn’t go to the conference.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING COMMITTEE
Carla Berg






Greg Senosk

cberg@bentley.edu





gsenosk@educationfinancepartners.com
Greg reported that they have some new members on their Committee. The need analysis workshop went well and was heavily attended at the Northeastern site. The Holy Cross location had a smaller group. The  support staff workshop will be held on February 16 at the Wellesley College Club. Greg reported that the Committee would like to eliminate the fee for the support staff workshop.  

They would like to offer the learn from the directors workshop every other year. Scott Jewell suggested it could be a conference session. Discussion followed.

The next Committee meeting is January 11th. Tony mentioned that Eileen has a suggestion for a “Conversation With.” They will look into it. Ann suggested a session for the support staff workshop about etiquette on the net. 

GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
Elayne Peloquin





Julie Menendez

epeloquin@admin.nesl.edu




julie.Menendez@bankofamerica.com 


Julie reported that the recent Symposium had a much larger than expected attendance. They held sessions on credit, default prevention, and where regulations are written. Sessions should be available on the website today. They are working on a presentation template for graduate aid professionals to reference when they are called upon to speak about general graduate aid topics, including loans consolidation, websites, etc. They had a higher than expected cost because of the number of people at the symposium. Julie thinks they will be over budget. The next Executive Council meeting will involve looking at the budget. 

Julie asked if they can sponsor a Committee member to go to the whole EASFAA conference, including hotel, transportation and conference fee. Discussion followed. The answer is yes but we’ll wait for the next meeting to make an official budget move. 
NEWSLETTER
Ann C. Playe






Lauren Urbanek

aplaye@usafunds.org





lurbanek@newenglandconservatory.edu 

Ann reported that they are close to the next content deadline of January 28th. They did an overview of the conference but not in as much detail as last year. Ann will put an advertisement in the next newsletter issue t publicize the dates for the conference next year. Ann next asked for article submissions.  

Lauren reviewed potential topics for the following issue, which is generally based on a theme. The Committee is thinking about using access to education as the topic. 

EASFAA
Shawn Morrissey

smorris@frc.mass.edu
Shawn discussed the NASFAA state and regional leadership awards. Yvonne Gittens was the winner last year. EASFAA has some names, and we can submit some candidates as well. Discussion turned to some potential names and a candidate was agreed upon. Tony will coordinate the nomination, which must be submitted by February 25. 

Shawn next reported that the next EASFAA Executive Council meeting is at the end of the month. EASFAA is looking for session proposals from our conference. Elayne and Julie will suggest one through Shawn. Sean suggested a session that Jason presented would be a good choice. 

Shawn asked Sean for a copy of the policy for moving volunteers though the process. He next reported that MASFAA typically offers the EASFAA mentor scholarship to the Chuck Jones winner. Shawn will contact her to see if she is interested. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Bernie Pekala






Eileen O’Leary

pekala@bc.edu
eoleary@stonehill.edu






Scott reported that the Committee had a good meeting in December. They reviewed the MASFAA reauthorization proposals from the past to see if they were still accurate, and most are still timely. They have a conference call coming up on January 28. They are working on coming up with a state house day in February or March to make staff and legislators aware of the resources available to them. There is a conference coming up in early March in Washington, D.C. on lobbying and other items. The Committee is planning on sending a couple of members.

They have a sub-committee studying the campus based reallocations. The sub-committee is larger than the regular Committee. They are working hard to review data to put forth a better plan. 

In December, Bernie participated in an event with Barney Frank that raised awareness and funds for those affected by the law denying aid to those convicted of drug related offenses. 
COMMITTEE ON ENHANCING ETHNIC DIVERSITY
Ina Frye






Anya Forrest

ifrye@bu.edu






a.forrest@neu.edu


Anya reported that they have received a lot of emails about people who want to join the Committee. They are up to eight members, which is the largest number they have ever had. They had a meeting recently with all the members where they brainstormed many ideas for the Committee. They will meet again next week to do more planning, and will be working throughout the spring to determine the Committee’s direction for the future. 

EARLY AWARENESS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Kate Carnivale






Karen Puntillo
kcarnivale@msn.com





kpuntill@assumption.edu

The Carnival of Learning held Tuesday, November 16, 2004 was a great success.  The goal of the day was to offer GEAR UP kids opportunities to explore varying careers by getting some hands on exposure to new possibilities.  This year’s Carnival was set up to give the students a taste of college.  Each student was given a schedule and a College Tour Book, which was filled with stickers collected from each “class”.  “Classes” and career options were as follows:

Mass Bay Community College


Automotive Technology

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Aeronautics and Astronautics

Mount Ida College



Graphic Design

New England Conservatory of Music

Music

New England School of Optometry

Optometry

Newbury College



Culinary Arts

Regis College




Medical Program

Springfield Technical Community College
Entrepreneurial Studies

Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine

Animals

Western New England College


The Chemistry of Slime
Fifty-five seventh and eighth graders attended from the Lincoln School in Brookline and the Umana-Barnes School in East Boston.  Students were truly engaged in each of the activities and were excited to take home pictures of themselves “graduating”.

The event was capped with two dynamic motivational speakers, Quincey Xavier McCloud and Michael Hunt.  In addition to having great stories of overcoming difficulties, they were really able to connect with the students.

The Early Awareness and Outreach Committee employed the services Joy Roman of Positive Planning and her staff again this year.  This was key to the success of this event.  We have already spoken with her about tentatively putting aside a date for MASFAA in November 2005.  Each year this committee builds on the success of the previous year.  34 of the 55 students who attended completed an evaluation form, the results of which are being compiled.  The committee and Joy Roman have discussed changes and improvements for next year’s Carnival of Learning.
This committee is also completing NASFAA’s state award application for the Journey to College Begins in Middle School events held in June of 2003 and 2004.  This application is due February 25th.

Finally, the Early Awareness and Outreach Committee will begin planning the 2005 Journey to College Begins in Middle School program at our next meeting to be held January 18th.
COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY 
Gail Holt






Sherri Culp

g.holt@neu.edu






sculp@brandeis.edu


College Goal Sunday will take place on February 13, 2005 at 11 sites across the state: Cape Cod Community College in Barnstable, Northeastern University in Boston, Brockton High School in Brockton, Roca in Chelsea, Pine Manor College in Chestnut Hill, Bristol Community College in Fall River, Wallace Civic Center in Fitchburg, Middlesex Community College in Lowell, Berkshire Mall in Pittsfield, Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, and Quinsigamond Community College in Worcester.     

The Committee presented an informational session to the membership at the Annual Fall Conference and staffed a booth in the vendor area in an effort to provide members with information about College Goal Sunday and acquire volunteers for this event.  Both of these efforts were very successful, resulting in much excitement about the program and a great number of volunteer sign-ups.  Currently, we have 120 volunteers, which includes one site coordinator and one FAFSA presenter per site as well as individuals who will provide one-on-one assistance and general event support.  The Committee will hold a volunteer training session at the College of the Holy Cross on Thursday, January 13 from 10-12 pm.  

The Committee presented during the Associate Member Roundtable session at the Annual Fall Conference in an effort to generate sponsorship of the program.  The program currently has nine sponsors, which include Academic Finance Corporation, ASA, Bank of America, Citibank, Citizens Bank, The College Board, CSLF, MEFA and Wachovia Education Finance.  The Committee was also notified this week that we have been awarded a $5,000 grant from USA Funds.     

The Committee has been working very closely with The Castle Group and Steve Culp over the past couple of months to develop promotional materials for distribution to high schools and community based organizations that work with high school students. The Committee will be mailing 11 x 17 posters, 8 1/2 x 11 flyers, and palm cards to over 75 high schools, 120 community based organizations, and eight state EOCs next week.  The Castle Group has issued two press releases about the program, the first on December 1 and the second this week, and has received positive responses from the media.  We have received commitments from such entities as the Cape Cod Times, the Lowell Sun, the Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, WB56 and WBZ 1030 to provide information about the program this month.  College Goal Sunday will be featured on two episodes of “Ready for College!” on the Boston Neighborhood Network (January 27 and February 10).  The first show will feature Marcia Weston, the NASFAA College Goal Sunday Director, and the second show will feature our two student success stories, one from Pine Manor College and one from Brandeis University.  
Most volunteers are getting placed in their first choice of location. 

Scott Prince mentioned that he has been promoting CGS. Martha commented that the Basketball Hall of Fame wants to help advertise. The Committee has set up a new phone number for CGS, which is 1-877- 4-CGSMAS. As we get closer to the event, the phone will ring into a staffed call center at ASA. Once the event is over, the line will ring into Sherri or Gail’s phone. The Committee is working on a snow plan for the day of the event. ASA has offered to staff its call center so it can take last minute calls. The Committee is working to involve the Educational Opportunity Centers more. Scott Prince will help with arrangements for a Spanish presentation. 

Gail moved to the discussion of MASFAA funding for CGS. In the budget there is a plan to give one $500 educational prize at each of the eleven locations. The recipient’s name would be drawn at random from the family survey. The Committee would like MASFAA to fund the prizes. A motion was offered, seconded, and approved unanimously to fund the $5500 for educational prizes to CGS attendees from the MASFAA reserve. 

CORE TRAINING

Martha Savery

martha_savery@nelliemae.com


Sherry presented an update from Martha indicating that the dates of the training have all been moved back by a week because of a snow storm. There are forty people registered for the Mount Ida site, and twenty-two for the Mount Holyoke site.  

NOMINATIONS

Yvonne Gittens

gittens@mit.edu
Yvonne reported that the transition from Sue to herself was difficult. At one point the slate was full but now they are working on nominees for Secretary and President. Yvonne would like people to nominate themselves or others for either position. Martha will send out another request to the listserv to request nominations.

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
Sherry brought up the NASFAA state awards. Discussion followed. Yvonne would like the Public Relations Committee to submit their events from this year under the category of service to the profession. Shawn asked about submitting the College Savings Times. 

A motion to adjourn was offered, seconded, and approved unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 2:42 P.M.
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